Mark Burton (1983) Understanding mental health services: theory and
practice. Critical Social Policy, 3, (7), 54 — 74.

The following pages are a scanned version of the original paper, so the print
quality is not great. The title is a little misleading — the artticle is relevant to
all disadvantaged, marginalised, stigmatised, unvalued people.

The article, despite being 20 years old has interest for two reasons:

1) It was the first to mention Prefigurative Action Research, later developed
by Carolyn Kagan and myself: Burton, M. and Kagan, C. (2000)
Prefigurative Action Research: An alternative basis for critical psychology?
Annual Review of Critical Psychology 2. available at
http.//publications.compsy.org.uk

2) It sets Wolfensberger's work within a wider societal context, a task that
has been attempted at times, but perhaps less sympathetically than here. It
also was one of the first to make a link between at least his earlier work and
labelling theory (one that he denies).
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